BELIEVER’S BAPTISM

As a new Christian you no doubt have some questions regarding baptism.  Since the Lord Jesus Christ demands that we be baptized, it is important that we understand it and what it means.  Again, let me share with you the WHO, WHY, HOW and WHEN concerning baptism.

WHO SHOULD BE BAPTIZED?

Only those who have received Christ as Savior should be baptized.  Each of the Bible accounts of baptism were for those who believed FIRST, then were baptized.  The 3,000 at Pentecost believed first (Acts 2:41); Paul (Acts 9:18), Lydia (Acts 16:14&15), Crispus (Acts 18:8), the Ethiopian Eunuch (Acts 8:36-39), and the Samaritans (Acts 8:12) all believed FIRST and were then baptized.

HOW SHOULD I BE BAPTIZED?

A believer should be baptized by immersion in water.  All Bible accounts record baptism by immersion.  Even the Lord Jesus Christ Himself was baptized be immersion as our example (Matt. 3:16 & Mark 1:9).  The Greek word used for baptism literally means “immersion.”

WHY SHOULD I BE BAPTIZED?

Baptism is a loving step of obedience to Christ’s command (Matt. 28:18-20, John 14:15).  It also identifies you with Jesus Christ.  It is an outward symbol of what took place spiritually when you received Christ.  As you stand in the water, it is a picture of your death in Christ. As you are put under the water, it is a symbol of your burial with Christ. As you come up out of the water, it is a symbol of your new life in Christ (Rom. 6:3-5: I Cor. 5:17).  Remember - Baptism does not save a person nor does it add anything to their salvation.   It is a step of obedience and identification with Christ.  Only baptism by “Immersion” can represent this.

WHEN SHOULD I BE BAPTIZED?

As soon after receiving Christ as possible.  You will notice as you read the Bible accounts that most were baptized the very same day (Acts 2:41, Acts 8:12, Acts 8 36-39).

As Christians, we are to follow Christ in the example the He set forth by being baptized.  By being baptized now, you are starting out your Christian life in obedience to God, and HE will bless you in all that you do.  You should talk with your pastor and make arrangements to be baptized at the earliest possible convenience. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Items you will need for your baptism:  1) A Complete Change of clothing  2) One or two Towels  3) Handkerchief (To place over your mouth & nose to keep the water out.)
Suggestions to make the day special: 1) Invite your family & friends.  2) Invite the person that lead you to Christ.  3) Have someone take a picture of your baptism.  4) Have a small dinner or reception at your home to celebrate the occasion. 

